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Big Conversation 2026 Poster Submission Guide 

This year’s Big Conversation event will focus on the health challenges faced by rural and coastal communities across Wessex. Together, we aim to spotlight the scale and impact of these inequalities, catalyse collaboration across sectors, explore approaches to improving access and outcomes, and align regional efforts with national research and innovation priorities.

Theme - What if it works?
We welcome poster submissions that align with the rural and coastal focus of the event. We are particularly interested in the impact – in other words “what if it works?”. Such impacts could include anticipating future healthcare benefits such as earlier diagnosis, improved access to treatment, or the development of new therapies.

Posters may include (but are not limited to):
· Research exploring health and care inequalities in rural or coastal settings
· Service innovations improving access, experience, or outcomes for rural or coastal populations
· Community-led or cross‑sector initiatives addressing local health challenges
· Collaborative projects involving several WHP founding partners, highlighting the impact of collaboration

Design
Posters should be designed in portrait and A1 size (84.1cm x 59.4cm) in PowerPoint or any other programme which will easily create a PDF. We recommend using Arial font and size 96 for title, 45 for section headings and 28 for body text. The provided template can be used but is not required.
Applicants are invited to personalise their posters and use images as well as insert any relevant logos at the top or bottom of the poster. If you would like to include the WHP logo, contact us at enquiries@wessexhp.org.uk and we will provide you with a high-resolution image.
Posters will be printed in A1 size so please ensure they are easy to read.

Content
Your poster must include the content below:
· Title and authors: Provide the title for your project and ensure all authors and their affiliated institutions are included.
· Introduction: Provide a concise overview of the topic, outlining the context, the knowledge gap, and the key problem or question your work addresses
· Objectives: Clearly state the aims of the project or the specific research questions you set out to answer.
· Methods: Briefly summarise the approach, study design, data collection techniques, and analytical methods used.
· Results and discussion: Highlight the main findings and explain their significance. Connect your results back to the research question and interpret what they mean in the broader context. If your project does not yet have results, you may exclude this section.
· Impact – what if it works: Describe the real‑world implications if the project succeeds. Consider benefits for society, policy, industry, or future research directions.
· Acknowledgements: Recognise any individuals, organisations, or funding bodies that contributed to or supported the work. If you have received WHP/WEMN funding for this project, please use the following wording in the acknowledgement section “Supported by the Wessex Health Partners/NIHR Wessex Experimental Medicine Network (WEMN) Small Grants Scheme”. If you would like to include the WHP and/or NIHR WEMN logo, contact us at enquiries@wessexhp.org.uk and we will provide you with a high-resolution image. 

Eligibility
Anyone whose work focuses on rural and coastal health and care inequalities is welcome to submit a poster. This includes researchers and practitioners from across our WHP founding partners as well as non-partner community and voluntary sector institutions.

If your work contributes to understanding or addressing rural and coastal health and care challenges, we encourage you to apply.

How to Apply
Please submit an electronic version of your poster in PowerPoint or PDF format to enquiries@wessexhp.org.uk by 5pm on Wednesday 11 March 2026.

Assessment Criteria
All submissions will be scored by reviewers and assessed according to the criteria below. The highest scoring posters will be chosen for display at the event. 
Posters judged to be the most impactful by the reviewers will be honoured with awards on the day. 

Assessment criteria: 
· Alignment to rural and coastal health and care inequalities within Wessex
· Content sections – introduction; objectives; methods; results and discussion (if applicable); impact – what if it works?
· The real-world implications of the project and the overall impact

Note for applicants
Applicants whose posters are chosen will be notified by 27 March 2026, and further information including next steps and arrangements for display at the event will be shared. We will print all chosen posters for display. 

If you require any further information, please contact us at enquiries@wessexhp.org.uk 
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